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The Entrepreneurship Development Academy is the heart of entrepreneurial development and 

thinking at GIBS. The Academy specialises in understanding entrepreneurship in constraint, 

enabling business owners to understand the environment within which they work, and thrive 

within it. We work with entrepreneurs in both the formal and informal sectors, at various phases 

of their business development, from start up through to high impact growth. We have particular 

expertise in women, township, social and green entrepreneurship, with the development of young 

entrepreneurs as a foundational theme across our portfolio. The Academy has an extensive 

research portfolio, leading the first national mapping study of social enterprises in South Africa, 

and with numerous publications in the green economy, social and youth entrepreneurship.  
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Objectives of the Event 

Each of our speakers will answer the following questions: 

- What is your kind of funding all about?  
- What are you looking for? 
- What do entrepreneurs need to know to be successful at accessing this funding? 
- How do entrepreneurs access funding from your organisation? 

 

 

Speaker Bios 

Welcome Note 

Miranda Simrie, GIBS 

 

Miranda Simrie is the Director of the Entrepreneurship Development 

Academy (EDA) at GIBS. Prior to joining GIBS, Miranda held senior 

positions at EOH Learning and Development and the Jobs Fund, and 

was also a principal researcher and lead author of the Global 

Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) report for South Africa. She holds 

an undergraduate degree, honours and an MBA from UCT. 

Miranda is passionate about facilitating the participation of young 

people in economic opportunities and contributing to sustainable 

economic development. 

 
 

Darlene Menzies, Finfind 
The Funding Landscape 
 

The World Economic Forum named Darlene Menzies one of 6 Top 

Female Tech Breakthrough Entrepreneurs in Africa for 2017. She 

is a technology innovator and serial entrepreneur with 15 years’ 

corporate IT experience with ABSA Bank and ICT outsource giant 

BCX. 

Since leaving corporate employment in 2001, she has established 

several successful technology businesses and has firsthand 

experience in what it takes to start and grow a successful enterprise and understands the difficulties 

entrepreneurs have to overcome to do so. 

She has successfully raised more than R35m in early stage funding from nine Venture Capitalists to 

develop and commercialise disruptive innovations. 
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Darlene was awarded a South Africa Innovation Entrepreneur Award and was a top five Finalist for SA 

ICT Person of the Year alongside the MDs of Microsoft and EOH. One of her Fintech solutions won the 

Country Award for Best Business Product at the 2013 World Summit Awards and one of her earlier 

mobile innovations won Nokia’s Global Judges Choice Award (top 10 from 85 countries 1700 systems). 

She has also been identified by Zurich-based STARS Group as a future Global Leader. 

Darlene has used this experience to develop numerous easy-to-use digital solutions that address large 

gaps in the start-up and SME market. Two of these include: 

SMEasy – Established 2012: The award-winning small business accounting system SMEasy, currently 

being rolled out across Africa by MTN (the continent’s largest telecommunications network provider). 

Finfind – Established 2015: Finfind, South Africa’s leading online SME access to finance solution, which 

is sponsored and supported by the Department of Small Business Development, USAID, Business 

Leadership SA, the Banking Association of South Africa and the SA SME Fund. 

 

Panellists 

Heather Lowe, FNB  
The Banker’s Perspective 

Heather has been in the banking industry for 20 years, working in retail and 
commercial banking, product development, fund management and 
enterprise and supplier development. She has extensive knowledge of the 
SME ecosystem and experience in debt financing, equity financing, 
traditional bank financing products, sales and governance in the deal-
making process. 

Heather has been at FNB specifically for over 16 years. From 2008, she has 
been involved in the Group’s Enterprise Development and SME 
development and funding. In 2009, together with Edge Growth, she 
established the Vumela Enterprise Development Fund. She continues to 

work with Edge to manage Vumela on the deployment and post investment sides of the business, as 
well as playing a critical stakeholder management role. Vumela currently has approximately R500m 
under management across 3 portfolios and invests across a number of mandates into early stage 
SMEs, using non traditional instruments and structures to facilitate access to funding. 

Heather was selected as one of 30 women from all of South Africa’s banking groups to participate in 
the first Bankseta Womens’ Development Programme. She is the media spokesperson on SME 
development, transformation, job creation and ESD for FNB, and is responsible for transformation 
across the retail and commercial operations, including Enterprise and supplier development, black 
SME finance and the management of alternative off balance sheet funding arrangements. 

Heather also works with government in the Public Sector banking area to assist in creating 
collaborative programmes which address the growth and development of SMEs, youth employment, 
supplier development and the township economies. She has recently taken FNB CSI into her portfolio 
(focused on tertiary education and early childhood development) as well as the FNB Volunteers 
programme. 
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Abu Cassim, Jozi Hub  
The Angel Investor’s Perspective 

“Abu Cassim is founder and director of Jozi Angels, an angel investor 
network based in Johannesburg. Jozi Angels is one of the most active 
angel investor networks in Africa. They are a group of 22 angels that 
has made over 30 early stage investments. Their focus is disruptive 
companies which ultimately creates a pipeline for VC investors.  

Abu has seen entrepreneurship from many sides: he grew up in a 
family business that's 80 years old and was featured in 
Entrepreneur.com; he also runs incubation and acceleration 
programmes. Prior to Jozi Angels Abu ran an online platform 
connecting startups and investors that had a footprint across 37 
countries. He also has an MBA from IE Business School in Madrid and 

has lived on three different continents." 

 

Seison Reddy, DBSA 
The DFI’s Perspective  

 
Seison is currently the Head of Transacting: SA & International at the 

Development Bank of Southern Africa. He is responsible for managing a 

team of investment professionals involved in the execution of transactions 

across the bank’s mandated sectors both within South Africa and the rest of 

the continent. He has in the past played an integral role in the bank’s 

investments as an LP in Private Equity and serves as an advisory board 

member on some of the Invested Funds. He holds a Master’s Degree in 

Business Administration majoring in Corporate and Strategic Finance from 

the Wits Business School. He has extensive experience in deal structuring, 

negotiation, due diligence and deal execution within the Development 

Finance arena having worked and managed business units in local 

Development Finance Institutions and Private Equity. He has many years of experience in the financial 

services sector having held positions in the disciplines of Structured lending, Leverage Finance, 

Corporate Finance, Project Finance and Equity. Seison’s experience across the various disciplines of 

the financing landscape have given him extensive knowledge with identifying the key fundamentals 

necessary when accessing funding. He is also passionate about the development of Small and Medium 

business in the country and continues to play an integral role in the development of this market 

segment.  
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Inge Prins, Uprise Africa 
The Crowdfunding Perspective 

Inge Prins launched her career in advertising and gained experience working 
with diverse teams across several local and international brands like Sanlam, 
Unilever and Sun International. She believes brand communication is an 
integral part of business success. After completing an MBA at the Graduate 
School of Business – UCT in 2016 she served on the Woman and Business 
Committee and Tschomi Programme supporting the Raymond Ackerman 
Foundation. She has since broadened her interest in business development 
through an understanding of building strong business networks and the 
importance of mentorship in the South African business landscape. With her 
wealth of experience in the marketing space, she serves as the CMO of 
Uprise.Africa 
 

 

Facilitator 

 

 
Ricardo Carvalho, Oak Tree Group 

Lecturer and consultant 

Ricardo is independent contractor, facilitator and coach who lecturers 

for various tertiary institutions including Gordon Institute of Business 

Science (GIBS). He has been involved in the education sector for the 

past 18 years. Ricardo joined GIBS in 2001 where he held various 

positions including Finance Director and Operations Director. In 2012 

he joined Henley Business School as Operations Director. Ricardo 

started lecturing and facilitating in 2014 and currently lecturers at both 

an undergraduate and honours level. He has BCom Financial Management from RAU and 

also a PDBA and MBA from GIBS. The knowledge and experience gained during his MBA 

studies has resulted in him considering himself a bit of a generalist as he lectures across a 

variety of different modules including business management, entrepreneurship, finance, 

leadership, operations management and strategy. 

In the consulting and training space he mainly facilitates middle management development 

programmes, focussing on some of the soft skills which first time and middle managers tend 

to lack. One of his clients is the South African distributor for Haas Automation. Most people 

may recognise the name from the Haas F1 racing team.  
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Summary and Close 

Dr Kerrin Myres, GIBS 

 

Dr Kerrin Myres has founded two social enterprises and two for-profit 
enterprises, as well as mentoring countless entrepreneurs during the start-
up and growth phases of their businesses. In addition to her entrepreneurial 
experience, Kerrin has worked for a variety of private, public and non-profit 
enterprises across sub-Saharan Africa. She has over 35 years of experience 
providing research, consulting and advisory services to businesses at all 
stages of development in a wide range of industries. Her doctoral thesis 
focussed on the unconventional start-up processes of entrepreneurs in 
South Africa. She lectures in entrepreneurship, strategy, personal mastery 
and qualitative research methodology and supervises research at Masters 
and Doctoral level. 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                    

 

         Finding Funding Masterclass 

#GIBSFindingFunding #EntrepSuccess 

 

  



                                                                                    

 

         Finding Funding Masterclass 

#GIBSFindingFunding #EntrepSuccess 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


