
Strategy, 
Innovation 
and Design 
Thinking 

CORPORATE EDUCATION > STRATEgy

Re-frame the strategic challenges that 
face your organisation, by linking 
design thinking with innovation to 
achieve responsive and competitive 
strategies that are ideal for a 
disruptive world.

16 – 17 May 2023



COURSE HIGHLIGHTS

Latest thinking on disruption 
and disintermediation.

Unpack the future of traditional 
sectors and the new competitive 

landscape.

Rethink the way in which we develop 
strategy and innovate, and develop new 

tools to do so.

Apply strategy and design thinking principles 
to company and sector specific challenges.

Practice key learnings and apply them in a high 
intensity ideation sprint.

Enjoy enhanced personal 
and organisational 

competitiveness 
and agility.

Craft competitive 
strategy in a 

new normal.For enquiries call +27 (0)11 771 4359 or email  
Prince Seshabela on SeshabelaP@gibs.co.za

For more information and an online application form, 
please visit www.gibs.co.za/designthinking

More often than not, the 
relationship between a corporate 
strategy, and the finance function 
of a business is overlooked. 
Organisations therefore miss out 
on the opportunity to generate 
financial value by leveraging the 
strategic and financial functions of 
the organisation against each other. 
This is a programme for those who 
want to learn about the several 
aspects of how strategy and finance 
can interact, and how financial value 
can be generated in the process.

who ShoulD aTTenD?
 > This programme is ideal for executives, directors, managers, 
heads of strategy, heads of innovation, business unit heads, 
and entrepreneurs.

key ConTenT aReaS
 > The interplay between strategy, innovation and the local 
context;

 > Dissecting the new normal: disruption and disintermediation;
 > Principles of design thinking;
 > Practising design thinking through curated experiential 
learning; and

 > Ideation sprint: addressing specific organisational challenges.

how you wIll benefIT
At the end of the programme, you will be able to:

 > Understand the interplay between strategy, innovation and 
design thinking;

 > Tackle disruption and disintermediation in an array of sectors;
 > Scan, understand and respond to changes in the business 
environment;

 > Build competitive advantage in a complex and discontinuous 
landscape; 

 > See innovation as a key enabler for disruptive thinking in an 
organisation; 

 > Use strategy tools, experiential learning and elements of 
design thinking to address specific challenges; and 

 > Leverage frameworks for developing and managing strategy 
and innovation.

OVERVIEW

GIBS, close to business.

This programme can 
also be offered in-house 
for your organisation. 
Enquire about our Study 
& Stay packages at our 
on-site Illovo Hotel.

This leadership-level course helps 
you to uncover new ways of driving 
growth and competitiveness in 
your organisation. you will be able 
to scan the landscape for external 
changes and, equipped with the 
latest tools and techniques for that 
context, respond optimally as a 
leader, manager, and participant. 
In a simulation-based learning 
environment, you will work on your 
own customer/client challenges; 
learning to respond in ways that 
accelerate innovation and entrench 
business relevance. 
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faCulTy:  Abdullah Verachia  

Having presented and consulted in over 60 cities 
globally, Abdullah has been recognised as a leading 
speaker, disruptor, strategist and thought leader on 
competitiveness and the interplay between strategy 
and innovation. He speaks and consults globally in 
this area. 

Abdullah Verachia currently serves as the founder 
and CEO of The Strategists, a leading strategy and 
advisory firm, which helps organisations around 
the world craft competitive future strategies. He 
also serves as faculty at the Gordon Institute of 
Business Science as well as programme director 
for the Harvard Senior Executive Programme for 
Africa. Abdullah also serves on several boards as a 
non-executive.

 fee:  R 20 000 (VAT exempt).

 DaTeS:  16 – 17 May 2023 

GIBS is a Level 1 B-BBEE Contributor.



about GIbS

founded in 2000, the university 
of Pretoria’s Gordon Institute 
of business Science (GIbS) is an 
internationally accredited business 
school, based in Johannesburg, 
South africa’s economic hub.

As the business school for business, we focus 
on general management and aim to significantly 
improve responsible individual and organisational 
productivity and performance, in South Africa 
and our broader African environment, through 
high-quality business and management 
education. Our purpose is to inspire exceptional 
performance in our pursuit to make business 
healthier. The GIBS Executive Education 
offering was ranked in the global top 50 by the 
prestigious Financial Times Executive Education 
2020 Ranking. In 2021, the GIBS MBA was ranked 
as having the best reputation among employers 
and the first choice for students looking to 
pursue an MBA in the country by the Financial 
Mail Top MBAs Ranking. Quacquarelli Symonds 
(QS) World University Rankings: Global Executive 
MBA 2021, ranked GIBS at number 52, placing the 
School’s MBA in the top 30% globally. In addition, 
in 2022, US-based CEO Magazine ranked GIBS 
11th in its Global MBA Rankings highlighting the 
School as a Tier 1 business school.

GIBS is Triple Crown accredited, holding EQUIS 
accreditation from the European Foundation for 
Management Development (EFMD),  as well as 
accreditation from the Association of MBAs (AMBA), and 
the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business 
(AACSB). GIBS is the 113th business school worldwide to 
achieve Triple Crown status. In addition, the School is also 
accredited by the Council on Higher Education (CHE), is a 
member of the South African Business Schools Association 
(SABSA), and the Association of African Business 
Schools (AABS). GIBS is a United Nations Principles for 
Responsible Management (PRME) Champion and is an 
affiliate of the Central and East European Management 
Development Association (CEEMAN). 

For more information, visit www.gibs.co.za

gIBS Business School 
26 Melville Rd, Illovo, Johannesburg, 2196


