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While in today’s rapidly evolving world, new jobs and 

specialisations are an everyday occurrence, the general 

manager’s role remains crucial and widely regarded as a 

critical component of most successful companies. People 

in general management are integral to building and 

leading well-functioning, multidisciplinary teams aligned 

to a company’s strategic intent leading to sustainable 

and profitable businesses. This often entails a company 

having a good balance between specialists and generalists 

in their human capital capacity. A general manager 

needs to demonstrate strong leadership, possess a 

working knowledge of the different business areas, and 

the prerequisite skills and personal attributes to ensure 

increased efficiency and profitability.

If you have reached the point in your career where you feel 

the need to grow both personally and professionally, you 

will have, in all likelihood, identified gaps in your knowledge 

and skills. For your career and personal growth to progress, 

you’ll need to address these shortcomings. Expanding your 

working knowledge of business, the different functional 

areas and how they integrate, and most importantly, 

applying this learning makes the Advanced Diploma in 

General Management an obvious choice for you.

The programme provides a perfect balance between 

theory and the practical application of this knowledge, 

whilst addressing the increasingly important skills of 

communication, critical reasoning and problem solving. The 

Action Learning Project which is an integral component of 

the programme, presents a powerful learning experience 

by compelling students to identify and work on a real-time 

business challenge or opportunity. 

The Advanced Diploma in General Management is one 

further step in your career progression, and will provide a 

solid foundation on which to build. 

 

Dr Morris Mthombeni, Interim Dean,  
Gordon Institute of Business Science

A MESSAGE 
 FROM THE DEAN

Arguably, the world of business has become far more complex and competitive and in order to compete 
and excel and indeed even survive, companies need to have the right people in the right jobs. 
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TURN YOUR DIPLOMA 
INTO AN ADVANCED 

DIPLOMA AND INCREASE 
YOUR OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR FURTHER 
POSTGRADUATE STUDY.
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WHY THE 
ADVANCED

DIPLOMA?
The Advanced Diploma in General 

Management is an NQF 7 qualification for 
potential or current managers wanting to take 
their personal and professional journey to the 

next level.

The programme is aimed at individuals looking 

to progress  in their careers by deepening their 

understanding of business and improving their general 

management capability. 

The programme is designed to deepen individuals’ 

business knowledge and acumen, in order to advance 

their capability to contribute, and excel in the workplace 

by pursuing a qualification in general management.

The purpose of the Advanced Diploma in General 

Management is to formalise managers’ existing 

experience as well as accelerating their ability to 

contribute to their teams and businesses by increasing 

their business acumen.
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WHY GIBS?

Founded in 2000, the University of Pretoria’s Gordon Institute of Business Science (GIBS) is an 
internationally accredited business school, based in Johannesburg, South Africa’s economic hub. 

Our campus is positioned in Illovo, Sandton – the richest 

square mile in Africa and home to an array of South African 

multinationals such as Discovery, Sasol, Massmart, Standard 

Bank and regional head offices of firms such as Google and 

Hewlett Packard.

We serve many of these prominent multinational corporations 

in developing their leaders and our experienced local and 

international lecturers ensure a full understanding of complex 

international markets, while equipping students to take 

advantage of opportunities to enhance their own and their 

organisation’s competitive performance.

We have a long record of teaching corporate strategy and 

deliver courses to customers in many African countries 

every year. This aligns to our mission of focusing on general 

management in dynamic markets to significantly improve 

responsible individual and organisational performance, 

primarily in the South African environment and increasingly 

in our broader African environment, through the provision of 

high quality business and management education.

In 2021, the GIBS MBA was ranked as having the best 

reputation among employers and the first choice for students 

looking to pursue an MBA in the country by the Financial 

Mail Top MBA Ranking. Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World 

University Rankings: Global Executive MBA 2021, ranked 

GIBS at number 52, placing the School’s MBA in the top 30% 

globally. In addition, in 2021, US-based CEO Magazine ranked 

GIBS 12th in its Global MBA Rankings highlighting the School 

as a Tier 1 business school.

The GIBS Executive Education offering was ranked in the 

global top 50 and - for the 17th consecutive year - as the top 

South African and African business school by the prestigious 

Financial Times in 2020.

GIBS is accredited by the Association of MBAs (AMBA), the 

Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), 

the Council on Higher Education (CHE) and is a member of the 

South African Business Schools Association (SABSA), and the 

Association of African Business Schools (AABS).

These international rankings and accreditations ensure global 

recognition of our programmes and the close relationships 

we have with business, enable our students and faculty to 

produce research that truly matters to business.
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BLOCK 6 BLOCK 7 BLOCK 8 BLOCK 9 BLOCK 10

BLOCK 1 BLOCK 2 BLOCK 3 BLOCK 4 BLOCK 5

Orientation & ALP 
Briefing 

PROGRAMME OUTLINE 
& DESIGN

The GIBS Advanced Diploma in General Management runs over one year on a modular
block release structure. During this period you will study 10 subjects spread over 10 blocks 

including an Action Learning Project (ALP).

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

In order to be considered for a place on the Advanced Diploma 

Programme, the following criteria must be met:

 › Have a minimum of a diploma (SAQA - NQF 6)  or 

equivalent professional qualification.

 › Have a minimum of Matriculation certificate-level 

competence in Mathematics.

 › A minimum of two years’ work experience.

 › Have competence in MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint and a 

web browser.

 › GIBS entrance test.

 › Two references. 

FEE STRUCTURE

Application fee R 3 000 

(non-refundable, payable upon submission of  

your application)

Deposit  R 17 000 

(deposit paid upon acceptance to secure place,  

offset against total tuition)

Total tuition fees for the programme  R 79 000 
 *All prices quoted above are subject to change

NON-DIPLOMA APPLICANTS

Students who do not have an NQF Level 6 qualification can 

apply for Recognition of Prior Learning. You will be required to:

 › Submit a Portfolio of Evidence. 

 › Have a minimum of two or more years’ work experience.

 › Have leadership potential (your experience, references and 

application essays should all reveal that you can assume a 

leadership role in the workplace).

 › Have good English language skills to actively participate in 

academic debate.

 › Have a minimum of Matriculation certificate-level 

competence in Mathematics.

 › Have competence in MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint and a 

web browser.

 › Be available for a series of interviews.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS

Special needs: If you have a special need, GIBS will investigate 

accommodating this. However, it is a requirement that 

the student provide medical certificates and supporting 

documentation as requested by the GIBS Admissions Office. 

To request special needs assistance, please contact the 

Admissions Office before you complete your application.

March March March April May

The Business 
Environment

Strategic 
Leadership & 
Management
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Strategic Financial 
Management20
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Business Strategy Strategic 
Marketing
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Effectiveness
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Please note: This is a tentative schedule and is subject to change. The confirmed schedule will be sent to all accepted students closer to the start 
date of the programme. 
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Applications for the GIBS AdvDip GM open in September 2021 and close on 31 January 2022. 

Please note: Only online electronic applications will be considered.  Emailed, faxed or posted applications will not be accepted.

To find out more about the GIBS information sessions go to gibs.co.za/advdip 

NEXT 
STEPS

Step

01
Meet admission 

criteria and 
compile 

supporting 
documents. 

Step

02
Apply online at 

https://www.gibs.
co.za/advdip 

Step

03
Pay the non-
refundable 

application fee.

Please note proof of 
payment needs to 
be in an electronic 
format (PDF only) 
in order for you to 
upload this to the 
application form.

Step

04
Write the 

entrance test.

Once the application 
form has been 
processed, the 

Admissions Office 
will confirm the GIBS 
entrance test date. 
Reference links are 

to be forwarded 
to your referees to 
complete and will 
automatically be 
submitted to the 

Admissions Office.

Step

05
Decision and 

feedback.

Once the test results 
are available and 
your references 

have been received, 
the application is 
deemed complete 

and will be reviewed 
by the Admissions 

Committee. The 
Admissions Office 

will notify you 
of the outcome 

provided there is 
no outstanding 
documentation. 



For more information please contact:

The Admissions Office 

Gordon Institute of Business Science 

PO Box 787602, Sandton, South Africa, 2146

Landline +27 (0)11 771 4120 or +27 (0)11 771 4184 

Fax 0866 380 543 

Email admissions@gibs.co.za

Technical queries support@gibs.co.za

Website gibs.co.za/advdip

The University of Pretoria’s Gordon Institute of Business Science 

(GIBS), established in 2000, is an internationally-accredited 

business school, based in Illovo, Sandton, South Africa’s economic 

hub. GIBS is located at 26 Melville Road, Illovo, Sandton.

GIBS, close to business


